tenant-general, a high decoration, and five hundred pounds a year increase of salary from them, as well as a salary of twelve hundred pounds a year from the Austrian government. How these modest requests were received history may guess, but does not record.
Whether from the diversity of their instructions, or the malignity of the climate, or the humors of their courts, the commissioners could scarcely be called a harmonious body. On only three points did they show any agreement. One was contempt for Sir Hudson Lowe, on which they were bitterly unanimous. Another was the dearness of St. Helena, and the consequent inadequacy of their salaries, on which they concurred to the pitch of enthusiasm. The third was the effect of their stay on their nerves. " Far from acclimatizing myself to this horrible rock/' writes Balmain, " I suffer constantly from my nerves ; my health is already ruined by the climate/' Three months later fresh nerve attacks drive him to Brazil. But this is as nothing to the nerves of Sturmer. Sturmer for six or eight months before he left was seized with a sort of hysteria. He wept without knowing why, and laughed without knowing why. ~At last his nervous attacks became so violent that he had to be held by four men when the fit seized him, and could only be calmed by opium. The climate, or Lowe, or both, were too much for the systems of these unlucky diplomatists.tance of Lowe. To Montchenu was awarded the cumulative sinecure of representing Austria as well as France. The marquis saw his opportunity. He at once demanded of his government a commission as lieu-
